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except for an occasional single filament in the sinuses of some
of the folds.
Peduncles declined, exceeding the leaves; primary divisions
6-8 each bearing 5-10 separated thyrses, which are mostly
exceeded by their narrow, deciduous, chartaceous bracts.
Flowers nearly sessile. Calyx tubular-campanulate, J, inch long,
the short rounded lobes lacerate. Corolla tube J inch long, its
lobes erect, narrowly .lanceolate, ./„-,% inch long. Filaments
subulate, £ inch long; anthers versatile., ' inch long. (Fig. 22.)
Seeds broadly ovate, /', - ^ inch long and l inch broad,
rugose on the side of the raphe.
.This palm is readily distinguished from W. filifera and its
varieties by its slender trunk and smaller and less deeply divided
leaves, which are without filaments and on shorter petioles.
Beccari (1. c.) regards this palm as a variety of W. robusta.
It seems to me, however, that Parisn is right when he says:
"It would be possible, although in my opinion undesirable to
regard all the Washingtonias as varieties of a single poly-
morphous species, but the one now under consideration (viz., W.
gracilis) would of all be the least capable of such comprehension.
Without question floral characters are of greater diagnostic
value than thofee drawn from foliage or habit; but when the
latter are of marked distinction, and apparently constant, they
cannot be refused great weight."1
habitat,—Probably indigenous in northern Lower California
(Parish).
(Parish's description is taken from cultivated trees growing
in Saa Bernardino and Riverside California.)
5- Wasbingtonia sonorae Watson Proc. Am. Acad. XXIV (1880) 7'J;
XXV (1890) 136; Parish in Bot Gaz. vol. 44 (1907) 422.
Washingtonia sonora Hort- in Webbia II (1907) 198.
names.—Palma Blanca, Paima Colorada, Palma Nigra (in
the Cape region of California).
description.—Stem about 25 feet high, 1 foot in diameter.
Leaves glaucous, filiferous, 3-4 feet in diameter, borne on compa-
ratively slender petioles be.set on the margins with variously
curved spines, connected by a web of floccose hairs. The spadix
is shorter; more slender, and more sparingly branched, and the
perianth is thinner and more scarious than those of W. filifera.
1 Parish, S. B., The Flowrrs of Washingtonia, in Bot. Ga/., vol. 4<> (1908) 115.

